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About Our Contributors 
Ralph Augsburger, Associate Academician in 
Art, whose cartoonwork appears in this issue, 
lives in Geneva, Switzerland. Mter completing 
his studies at L'Ecole des Beaux-Arts of La 
Chaux-de-Fonds, he dedicated himself to en-
graving and painting. He has been honored with 
many awards -including the 1st prize of the 
city of Geneva for watchmaking, jewelry design, 
and diamond-setting (1961), the 1st prize of la 
Palette Carougeoise (1977), and the 1st prize of 
Aart's Masters Paris Monaco (1996). In 1996 
he became Associate Academician in art at the 
International Academia Greci Marino. His 
paintings have been exhibited world-wide in-
cluding Basel, Geneva, Los Angeles, Monaco, 
New York, Paris, Sidney, Tahiti, Tokyo, and 
Zurich. His work can be sampled on the Web 
at: http://www.swissart.ch/augsburger 
Author's address: Rue Liotard 11, 1202 Geneve, 
Switzerland. 
Richard Booth, Ph.D., is Professor of Psychol-
ogy in the Department of Social and Behavioral 
Studies, Black Hawk College, Quad-Cities 
Campus, Moline, Illinois, USA. He also main-
tains a part-time psychotherapy practice. His 
research and publication interests include the 
study of loneliness, cross-cultural psychology, 
and alternative methods of healing. 
Author's address: Department of Social and Behav-
ioral Studies, Black Hawk College, Quad-Cities 
Campus, Moline, Illinois 61265, USA. 
Margaret Coberly, Ph.D., R.N., is an indepen-
dent nurse-consultant and researcher. She re-
ceived her doctorate in psychology from the 
University of Hawai'i where she also taught 
courses on death and dying. The author's main 
interests are in gerontology and thanatology, 
and she co-founded a company in Honolulu that 
develops and manages carehomes for frail eld-
erly and hospice patients. Her research and 
teaching have focused on the transpersonal di-
mensions of hospice care and education. She 
has authored several publications on the 
Tibetan Buddhist theory of death and dying and 
its applications to Western understanding and 
care of the dying. Dr. Coberly currently resides 
on the central coast of California with her son. 
Author's address: 1040A Iverson Street, Salinas, 
California 93901, USA. 
Don Dies peeker, Ph.D., the founding editor 
of this journal, is, in his own words: "a recov-
ering iconoclast, faltering ideologue, and ex-
tremist psychologist. He writes for the hell of 
it, and occasionally gets published." 
Author's address: P. 0. Box 297, Belling en, New 
South Wales 2454, Australia. 
Herbert Guenther, Ph.D., was born in 
Bremen, Germany, received his Ph.D. in Indian 
languages, philosophy, and literature from 
Munich University in 1939, and his Dr. phil. 
habil. from Vienna University (Austria) in 1943. 
In 1950, he moved to India to teach at the 
University of Lucknow and the Varanaseya 
Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya, where he was instru-
mental in introducing Tibetan studies on a non-
sectarian basis. In 1964, he was invited to 
Canada to chair the newly established (now 
defunct) Department of Far Eastern Studies at 
the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. 
In 1984, he retired as professor emeritus with 
the honorary degree of D.Litt. He continues 
research in his chosen fields of interest. The 
author is married and has two married daugh-
ters. 
Author's address: 1320 13th Street East, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan S7H OC6, Canada. 
S. I. Shapiro, Ph.D., teaches courses on East-
ern and Western approaches to the psychology 
of death and dying at the University ofHawai'i 
with hospice nurses and administrators 
Margaret Coberly and Barbara Shirland. A spe-
cial interest has been the potential for 
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transpersonal experiences during the dying tra-
jectory. The author claims to have recently un-
dergone several NLEs (near-life experiences). 
Author's address: Department of Psychology, 2430 
Campus Road, University of Hawai'i, Honolulu, 
Hawai'i 96822, USA. 
T. R. Soidla, D.Sc., Ph.D., was born in Rakvere, 
Estonia, graduated from Tartu University, and 
received his degrees in biology (genetics) from 
Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) University. He 
has published more than 80 papers devoted to 
molecular genetics, nucleotide sequence analy-
sis, and (since 1992) transpersonal studies. He 
serves as an editor for the Journal of Mind and 
Behavior and the International Journal of 
Transpersonal Studies, as well as the co-editor 
of the latter's series, Voices of Russian 
Transpersonalism. In 1997, he coedited Every-
thing is According to the Way: Voices of Rus-
sian Transpersonalism (Brisbane, Australia: 
Bolda-Lok Publishing). In 1999, Soidla will be 
a Visiting Scholar at the University ofHawai'i. 
Author's address: Institute of Cytology, Tikhoretsky 
Avenue 4, St. Petersburg 194064, Russia. 
E-mail: tsoidla@link.cytspb.rssi.ru 
Charles T. Tart, Ph.D., is a Core Faculty Mem-
ber at the Institute of Transpersonal Psychol-
ogy and Professor Emeritus of Psychology at 
the University of California at Davis. Recently 
he was the first holder of the Bigelow Chair of 
Consciousness Studies at the University of 
Nevada at Las Vegas. He is internationally 
known for research with altered states of con-
sciousness, transpersonal psychology, and para-
psychology. His thirteen books include two clas-
sics, Altered States of Consciousness and 
Transpersonal Psychologies. Two recent books, 
Waking Up and Living the Mindful Life, syn-
thesized Buddhist, Sufi and Gurdjieffian mind-
fulness training ideas with modern psychology. 
His latest book, Body Mind Spirit: Exploring 
the Parapsychology of Spirituality, explores the 
scientific foundations of trans personal psychol-
ogy to show it is possible to be both a scientist 
and a spiritual seeker. 
Author's address: Institute of Transpersonal Psy-
chology, 744 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto, CA94302. 
E-mail: cttart@ucdavis.edu 
Miles A. Vich, D.H.L., has worked in the field 
of transpersonal psychology since its founding 
in the 1960s. He is the current editor of the 
Journal of Transpersonal Psychology and 
Executive Director of the Association for 
Transpersonal Psychology. 
Author's address: P.O. Box 3049, Stanford, Califor-
nia 94309, USA. 
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